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Translation of sworn statement written by Dr. Hildebrund Gurlitt
i I I- Iii\‘zsni"

pr. Aildebrand Gurlitt, bora 15 Septemboer 189% at Dresden,
Protestant, residence - Hamburg ittelweg 147, At present in
Aschbach. Jarried with lelene lianke bern 1. é. 95. Children
Cornelius 12 years old and Renate 10 years old.

Father: Cornelius Curlitt, CGeheimrat Proffoessor Dr.
Honoris cauna., During the Goruan Republice President
of the German Architects, prasident of the German
City rlaning Academy. Rediscovered the Cerman Barock-
Architecture. As he was through his moshor, a
born Lewald, of Jewish descent, his funeral in 1938
took place without offiecial representation though the
fureral nevertheleas was almost demonatratively im-
pressive, iy Grandfather was the landsoapepainter
Louls Gurlitt, hlis brother composar and famous in
England. ‘leny wember: of the Curlitt - fauily were ar-
tiats.

gdother: darie, born Gorlach, year of birth 1853, from s famous
lawyer-fanily, lives with farsere near resden, having
lost her home through bombs=s,

Brother: The famous Frofessor of musical history at the Uni=-
versity of Freiburg was disulssed on account of his Jew-
ish blood.

gtudy: war-examination in Dresden, campaign 1914 to 18, ofricer
of infuntry, three tiucs wounded., During the war bsagans
friend with Arnold Zwelg, Ludwig Renr and Uchuldt-
Rottluff. Heginuing with 1919 study of History of Art
Ure 'hil, Assistant at the Technieal ighschool Dresden.
\rt reporter for the Vossische Zeltung nnd other
democratic newspapers, author of historionl essays and
books. Trips for the Frankfurter Zeitung-to the "City
Planing Con ress" in lew York and %o Italy.

Director of the City Art Gellery in Zwickau 1925.
Through developing this suanll museun into a living up
date institution for workuen I incurred the enaity of
the liazis and was dismdnsed already in 1930, iy wife
and I both worked for the peoples Highschool.
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After my dismissal in Zwickau (1930) I gave lessons
of history of art in the Acadeny of applied Art in
Dresden, published a book about Kathe Kollwitz (e
then fasous Geraan woman-artist) publie dobates
against Nazi-art a:d wrote articles for the Vossische
and Frankfurter Zeitung.

Kunatverein 19351 I was called to “amburg as director of the Kun:t:
Haaburg: verein, I arrunged exhibitions, lectures about
: wdern art, unpopular with the “azi movesent. Hade

an exhibition of wodern EZnglish art, one of
sodern Geraan art in weden, unde trips to England
and ecandinavia, ns dismissed 19%% on account
of amy Anti-lianzi feelings. (o%.dencunced beosuse I
the flagpole of the Callery sawed off, in this way
avolding the showing of the swastioa flag.

Artdeanler: iy art gallery repressa tod the sane spirit for whiech
I was disalssed froa the funstverein. I arranged
waekly irt-evenings in the rooms of my shop. A
rendezvous ploece for the free-thinking !lanburg.
I arranged ancng others the only oxhibitions of the
works by Deekman: ever held in the third Reich.
After the beginning of the war it bocawe lmposnible
to arrange further exhibition of the kind I liked
and went on trips for great German ‘uceuzs, 1939
I waa in witzerland, then in i'aris.

inee 1)1) I hava rever been a soldier. !Ny wife
and I never a “eunber of the party or any other
Nazi institution (except like all other artdesler
in the Reichakamner fur bildende Kunst). Hevar
SeAs (eSel's N0 connection whatsoever to any party
offieial, as an art dealer only eovperation with
gy foruer colleaguass, the dirsctors of luseums,
never sworn in on the Fuhrer. lever voted for
the Nazis, likewine t ay wife. a var in

n position to de.ounce ay fre oplnion,
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How it hapopened that I boush$ palotings in Frange for Lr, Yods
lhe comissioner for the Fuhrer museus in linz

As an Anti-Nezi I lost my position as Direetor of the Kunstver-
ein in {{amburg in the year 193% and opened in 1934 in Hamburg an art-
&allery. 1 ar anged modern exhibitions, lectures and art-evenings
on my premises. As llamburg was more dewsoorstie tha. other cities,
it was poasible to keep uy art gallery, up to the war, as an isle
of free thought.

I was sent %o l'oris on the endorsesents of foruer colleagues,
the Directors of grost museusas, This I liked very auch, because
on agoount of the bombs and the always inereasing liazi-terror, I
could not keep my art gallery any longer., There was furtheraore
the danger that I, as quarter Jew, should have been forced to r ork
for the "Organization Todt.” I had to decide botwean the war or
work for the museums, I was an officer in the First world vwar; on
account of me havi Jewish blood I could not become an officery
in the iHitler-Aray (Nurnberger Gesetze) as it was not permitted
for such people to become superiors. On the other hand, there evi-
dently was no intention of degrading me and so I had psrasnent
leave from the Army.

After ny home and shop in Hamburg were destroyed by boumbs, I
moved my fardly to my mother's house in Dre-den (1942) where I also
spent much time. When DIr. Voos, after the death of Dr. l'osse, was
appointed as successor to the Directorship of the luseun in Dresden
and as commissioner for the Fuhrersuseua in Linz, I was called by
pre Voss %0 help him with the buying of paintings in Paris. ir.
Haberstock (fallen out with rof. Voss) who up to that time had
the monopoly, withdrew from his job. FProf. Voss kept besides me,
as I have roason to belleve, several other wen from the Dorotheunm
in Vienna, a ir. “chmidt, who lives near Lake Constance and A Dr.
Goepel. I had the lmpresaion, that ''rof, Voss liked to work with me
because we were of the saume 'politicel opinion. Voss was, as far
as I know, never a party-usaber, he assured me of that often and was
a fanatie opponent of the regime. As I heard Dr. Fosse himeelf,
proposed in his testament Dr. Voss ee his successor, Dr. V. being
an internantional cuthority on Italien art and like himself a
pupil of Bode,

How the plsinxs:&:nnnﬁn&inun.tnr.z;n_ﬂnhxnx_unnona*nﬁxn_hnnnlnd-

The superior authority for Dr. Voss was, as far ns I know,
beeause I did not have clossr ineights, the office of Reichsleiter
Boruann., Payments were nade from the Reiehskanzleil over the Bank-
haus “chiekler, Delbruck in Berlin. My bills were made out to
Prof Voss, Comnissioner for the \useum 'inz. I have never seen nor
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spoken to any superior officiala of Dr. Voss, nor ever written to
then. Jligybe It 18 of interest to note, that neither I'r. Goppl, who
bought mostly in Holland fer Dr. Voss, or Ur. Reiuer, chief assistant
of Vosa, were uembers of the party, &s I was assured from many sides,
The purchases in Paris werae perfectly normel, I had given to me the
photos of paintings and aostlyg Dr. Voss bought them without having
soen them, entirely on the atrength of ay deseriptions, Any force
whatsoever was not used., If Dr. Voss thought the pietures to
expensive, he did not buy thea,

The Fuhrer bought, as I was told, for his private purposes
gtill many ptotures through ires, Alnas Dietrieh, the I'hotographer
Hoffaann and others, whioh rof. Voss did not see in France,
For these purchases tlhore exivsted no laid out plan, while Prof.
Voss wished %o have a uuseusd oollectlion put on & ceolentifie
and historioc base., The payuent of the paintings wus done with
the permiasion of the Devisenstelle over the clearing. I have
never bought a picture, which wa: not offered voluntary to me.
If paintings were pointed out to =e as not for sale, I did not
even ask for the price. I did not need to do so as I had enough
offers,

How 4% was with pigtures LCrom Jewish collections

As I heard, the Jewish owned art troasures in France were seized

by a law, but whieh I have never seen with my eyes. I know that
the Cerman Anmbassador used & Jarogque, VWriting desk, which caume
from the Rothsohild ccllection. I also saw narvellous French
drawings froa the 18th century in the roous of the Cerman Eubassy,

chugerd-pgal@hfolcone from the sane wource., It was told to nme,
tha® there exiat4d in Paris a palace in which the Jewish art pos-
sessions ware eollected and where tliey were divided ausong the
different offiecinla, I never went to this building. They told ue
that a certain Mr. lLohse, who was acting for Goring, was the chief
of tiia lounse. I avoided meeting this man and met him only once
in an exhibitizn without ny intention. I anlways avoided to meet
high Nazi-=0Offielials in Paris., I was only once to a large rgoaption
in the eabassy together with hundreds of people. There wasg rumor
that the Gestapo bought under pressure, paintings from private or
dealers, whieh I heard very often, but I never could prove it or even
get reliable information, as I otherwise should have gone after such
an accusation and would have informed irof. Voss privately. I did
.notice indeed that I was not shown many pletures, which were reser-
ved for o&her declers,
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Translation of further statewent .ade by Hildebrand Gurlitt

ips to paris
;Ersi trip to Paris in sumer 1941 for Gernan Juseuss = from the

end of 1942, after the death of Dr. PFonse, also for the commissioner
of the Fuhrermuseua in Linz, Prof,. Heraann Voss, Last trip June
1944 - total trips about 10.

I paid by Sransfers through the elearing house., Up %0 1942 they were
unrestricted for ny use, also for purchases of private c¢lients of
ine, later only for museumas, still later only for the PFuhrermuseun,
I bought froam different dealers, veory seldom from private rarsons.
In total I acquired about 2200 paintings in France and heve glven
thea to uuseuas, I have =0ld little to private persons,

!Ilcf)u.e

I stagted to bes a dealar not bhefore 17%4. iy 1acone laoroacsed stea-
dily, beeause I was vory active and developed my businens more and
10r9. In the year 19%4 my incoue was about 19 %o 12,700 R.ds, in
the yeurs baefore the war 40 to 50.070, 4y jurehases in France in-
ereased the inenue, 1943 1t was about 200,000 Rells

'esrsonal Fortune
I deposited Industrial boads with the buukiag firm Ree in Haaburg
who hnd by the end of the year 144%, a value of a 1littile over 200,

100 Re.lse Further-oro had eash thaere to the sxtent of 200,200 R.H.
At the Uresdpner Sank in resden I hud ceash of about 20.790 R.\l.

To valus gy painti: s uWilch e ra e in this ouastle, 18 at

proasant im iblie, because tha ue of the Geramun lark 1s not
1stablished. If I named y of & 00.000 Reliehsmark of

prawar-value, thias wveluatio g vary vague us the pric of ,aine
tings fluctuate, In 3 safe depos b of the Dresdner ank are
ay silver and the paintings of my fathor ead ul: the plotures of

ly deoaused aiater. Th g b 0w bu - tlie masonr)

Trip to Aschbuch

Having los% uy howe in Lresden shrough boabs I was living with

ay 8b year old wmother anrd ay faddly in Yosnsendorf neer Dresden.

I visited “rof., Voss, who, also having i0:t L&as lhouse, wa
staying as a TIPRTN in Weesenstein near lresden. We diacussed
what to do to save the paintings of the Nuseum in Wwiesbaden,
who were kept in Weesensteln, and if possible also the pictures
of the I'resden Gellery, as the darger of boubing and war peril
was inoreasing. Voss was of the opinion that I should try to

| get shalter in Mainfranken, which even the ‘ngliush Radio eslled

|| a safe plece, for the paintings, for hiwsalf aud for uy fasdly.
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After long troubles I succeeded in getting a truck with a trailer
from the firm of Possalt, whieh had to go to Nurnberg. The firm
agreed that I could go with my family and the boxes, who were
at different places in Haxonia, on this trip. In the truck I
placed my fanily, wife and children, who were lying on matresses
bealdes some boxes. In the treiler were only bBoxes, besides
a suantity of wood for the burner., .fter a 48 hour trip we reached
thera., I had the intention to ssk Haron rollnitz, whom I knew very
sli:htly, as I had seen him years ago in Jerlin and about % o 4
tiwes in Paris, about the chances in the vieinity. I had no busines
connection with him, az I knew that he was a friend of lr.
Heharstook, ire Hey I knew to be in Asehbach, but wani: not certaln
if he still stuyed there. I did not expeet, that llsron Pollnitz
would put me up, but I hoped that he could tall e where to go.
ffa weleowned me aost friendly and I stayed with =y family 8 days
in the custle whan we wed to the 1ittle house in whieh I am
still to he found.

The Dreaden uasaua

I havoe no paintia s Trom the Dresden iuseum in wy possession.

I have not trausported any on the vruck or ever even in hand,

All pileturas I brought wbkth me from 'axonia cre {.e pursonal
proparty of my faully or ayself. I have had npewer in the house
PteYures of other bdwners. he psinti of the Drosden ..useun
are kKept in Burkertswalde, as I believe 20 ku, to the south east
of Dresden, furthermore in the slbrechtsbufg in ielssen, wherse
also the pletures of the ‘luseun of Aachen are stored., The
content of the lresdner Xupferstichikabinett are in voeesensteln
near Dresden., UI'r, Relmer in AlY Auseee, first asbli tant of Voss,
ot certalinly knows everytuing about it. .1l the paintiangs

I berought w#with «e arve in the Castle of Aschbach,

I enn not make out from meuwory a li-t of paintlag hieh I bought
for Iinz, but I ean glve the very faw groat objects whieh 1 ae-
jui red.

1. Fouquet, liead of a uan, bought through “r, Hdseragen, I'rice
about 800.000 R.H. Vosu finally did not want 1% but turnéd the
ploture over to the  useum in Cologne, baocause he was of the
opinion that 1t really belonged thsra.

2, Four tapestries of leauvais Price £,200.000 R.M., also
bought through 4r. iermsen and the wost expensive objects I ever
bought.

iy eomnission I received in larks credited to uy account with the
Dresdner Hank. All other itens & Bytea wore cheapar andighn
eonmind ssion of 4% received on tiuen are the maln part of my banking
aecount of 250.000 R. . Chiefly Voss bought from me paintings

of rare Italian and Dutech masters for about 25 to %0.000 R. M.easch,
He also purohased emall collections of Freneh drawinga. 1 want
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$0 the house of, almost all well known French Dealera, very often
ir. dermadn, a Dutchaan, negotiated for me. All Stransactions
were always done in a very friendly spirit and T know for sure
that I was not feared a: other dealers were and was olassified
differeutly. On the average, the German Iirectors of susouns
weres pppular aud I think that the art usarket was astonished
about the high prices I'rof. Vozs paid and that I got laughed
at. Hut as I had a stong desire to acquire wany objects for
idnz, I newer barguined and palid the prica:., I had to be
rasponsible for the risk of transport, the genuiness and the
condition of the paintings. This was really very severe as 1
at the woot after deduction of i come taxes 206 of muy income
left. The price inece 1943 we:t highor and higher. Also the
rices for aodern piotures, whieh only the Prenoh and aver the
German dealeras bought, were funtanitio. I saw aluost svery
iuseus Director of Germany, in laris, without thea seeing ue,
iostly they were helped by J. Wuster, but did not buy anything
which they would not have bought in Ceruany also. I had
personul contuct only with ! r. dartin from Karlsruhe, who also
adainistered the useun in Srassburg, cnd In Taris was on very
friendly terus with his Frenech predecessor. I hnd the iapression
that r. <artin bought only ploturocs for ! trassburg with the
peralsaion of pr. Haug, the above mentioned french I'redecesnsor,
as lartin was of the opinion thut trassburg would bocone
French again. I ayself sold to “r. artin conly one piaoture,
by the Cer-an pal: ter Durer frou his Alsatian ¢1 e, whieh
transacticn has sothing to do with France. I have never spoken
to anybody about purchase.s in arie as & whole the art business
is a vory seeret one, The only Jew I =aw in laria was !'p,
gngel, but as I, having uysolf Jewish blood, was in an exposed
position, I could not do anythiug to help hia, Dr. Kuethgens,
8 aan who had reputation of being friendly towards Jews,
worked in the : n O0ffige for "Art-=/rotection” in jaris,
Dr. Gopel h y gae@ reputntion, atly working in jiolland and
86..¢%ices in aris. In the office of Ir. Lohse, of whoa 1%
was said that he was uifriendly towards the Jews, worked a
young assistant froa Hauburg, Ur. Rossgaup, I knew Dr. Rosskamp
from Hauburg and regretted very “ueh that this undortunate man
was coum anded as a scldier to Lohasss Offige. I am sure that
Rosskasy 1e a aan who would like to help the truth ecome out when
questioned, Iiis residence is lauburg, Kupferstichkabinett., I
was warned by Dr. Xuetgens %0 be careful in ay convers ations with
Dr. Bunjes, the Director of the Coraan Art istorical inatitute
in rarls., Therefore I only cnoe aade a visilt to him in hia
institute and newwer aaw him again.
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I was told, that I was a poor msn before the “azis came and that I
now have money and a whole trueck-loud of palntings. To that I have
to reply, that I was well off as director of the Kunstverein
Hamburg with a monthly salary of 600 R.M. and a comainsion on
every pioture solds, I had an apartment of 12 rooms, a vorylarge
librery and a nice art collection. I had a good future ahead

of me and would inherit one day the house of my wothor in Dresden,
with the library and collections of ny father, his persocnal fartune
and tho contents of 14 roomaz filled with antique furniture.
Dismissed by the “azis, I becans an art dealer, very nuch

aguinst my purely scientifio intentions.

uppleusnt:

My trip to Ascehbaoh took place in tho days of -<arch 22 to 25.

I had the intention, aftor leaving ay famlly and the art objects
in Aschbagh, to return once uore to Dresden to oarry out the plans
of Dr. Voss, but events of the war prohibited the axecution.
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ontents of opened ¥ i ging to H.
gurlitt

1l Prudhon “eholler, Paris in 1942 rfr. %0.000
5 German Pictures, old stoek of my art gaullery, painted by ay
grandfather and posscssion of ny father

12 chenau, a saxoniun master from the possession of ay father
Calfs,Rue “aint Peres, raris in 1942 Ffr. 3000
Dupre Engel, ‘aris in 1943 Ffr. 17500
Geraan painting:, see under Pox 1l
F.Franken, 193b from Maa Diedorich, !lnaburg Ra. 80),=
Keirinex, Kunsthandlung Rheins, BDerlin in 1941 Rm. 6.920
0.Redonyy Tisslaingh, "Ansterdas in 1J4% Ra. 20.000
dchel, fouy painting.,Charpentier, "aris in 1933 for each
about Frr. 30.000
ichel, five puintings, two have Leen bought at Charpentier,
each Fir. ©O.00), two froa “choller euch about
Ffr. %0.000, the fifth from the pcssession
of ay father, wio inherited it from Lingner.
gourbet, Kngel, ¥Paris in 1942 for Ffr. 150.000
Fragonard, :choller, l'aris in 1947 Ffr. £0,200
Two drawings, 12 Gerzman picutres, see box 1l
water colours, drawings by codern Geraan artists 1933-%6.
ostly bought from the artists thomselvesn
the same as box 20
fiichel, ‘eholler, laris in the lot of box 18
Liﬂhﬁﬁnnnn, fromt he possession of my father who bought it in R
Feur Cerman pietures as box 1l
Troulllevert, Barroreo, iris in 1942 Ffr. 12.000
Negro-plastio, ccllection of muy sister and we, purchused
before 193
juddah-Figure, pos.assion of ay deceased sister.
10 Geraman plotures, see box 1l
Guardi, Rue de Seine, aris 1942 Ffr. 100,900
asein, bought from J. F. Wolff Drasden 1935 Ru. 600
Oudry, Rue de reine, saris 1942 Ffr. 5000
Zien, wstordan 1944 Rm. 6000
jf German piletures see box 1l
about 100 Gerusan prints, before 13%6 Ra. 300
4oasno, bought from the artist, raris 1942 ¥fr. 60.000
Chagall, old possession of my sister, who was & pupil of ler

Rm. %00
Degas, choller, Paris 1942 Ffr. 60,200
Dix, Kunsthandlung Rheins, Berlin 1934 Ra. 35,
iolde, gift of the art.at to ue,
Throe paintiogs by Decker, Boilly and Roos, bought from
Herasen, raris but ot taken over by Voss and exchanged
against other Dutch palntinge from the collection of my
father. About Ffr. 300.200
Poreallaines and glasmes from the house of my parents and
iy own
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42 CQollection of my father, oume as a gift from & group of
architects to hiu.
43 Rombouts, small art dealers place in Paries 1943 for Ffr. 60.000
as an unknown Duteh pleutwe in dirty condition.
Degus, Pastell, Barerio, Paris 1942 Ffr. 150.000

The underlined piotures are from 'aris or imsterdan

Contents of ggofaued boxes brought to Castle jschbach
plastics by Rodin, from the possession of my father, who inherited
them from Lingner, Dresden

Rugs from the Collection of my father

Drawings by lLouis Gurlitt and Lieboeruann

dar Cassat,uother and Child, bought for Ffr. 60.000, in 1943 in

raris Rue de la '"aine
Lieberaann, Gardenlandsecape, bought for Rm. 2009, in 19%4 from the
collection of Carlo Z. Thomsen, Haumburg
Nurnberg, rortrait, bought from the Kunsthandlung ’'mulil in 1934
for Ra. 150

Differant Graphie

Rugs froa the home of my parents and me.

Glasses and porcellainesz from the home of ay parents snd ne.
Laurencin, Heads, bought in Paris at Barreric for ¥Ffr. 10.000

in 194%

Vlara jpeters, Frults, bought in 1942 at Gallery Rheins, Berlin
Jan van Kessel, Butherflies, dito

Packages with wodern Graphie, purchases dating froa 1938 for about

Ra. 2000, as theze things were at that time very cheap
- Tischbein, Portralt, belonging in Jjoint-neoount to Horner, Lelpzig
G uggd me, purchasi g price R. . 4070

vortrait of a? itanduaother, to o2 pald by Aneglieca Kaufmann.
Large ploture of ay Grandfather rom the rooa of uny ‘lother.

Flower still ife from the rocm of my aother

rackages with books about history of art.
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Translation
Oath of Dr., Hildebrand Gurlitt

The attached statement of 10 pages was typewritten by me at
Aschbach, Germany on the 8th, 9th and 10th of June 1945 and
I swear before God that it is the whole truth. I further
swear that I have made a full and complete declaration of
all my possessions, property and fortune, especially all
paintings, sculptures, pletures and art works. I have

made this statement freely and without any force or coereion
against me whatsoever.

/8/ R. H. Gurlitt

Sworn and subscribed to before me at Aschbach, Germany this
10 day of June 1345. '

/8/ Dwight McKay, 1lst Lt. Inf
DWIGHT MoKAY, Lst Lt. Inf
Examiner - Investigator.

I T/5 Paul 5. Bauer being first duly sworn state that the
foregoing is a true and correct translation of the sworn
statement of Hildebrand Gurlitt given on 8th,9th and

10th days of June 1945 at Aschbach, Germany made to the
best of my ability.

T/5 Paul 3. Bauer

Subseribed and sworn to before me at ___Austria, this
day of 1945

W. A. HENIB';HT; C&pt, CwWs
Investigator - Examiner,
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Acknowledgnent of Arrest _and Freezing of Assets.

I have this day received notice from lst Lt. Dwight MoKay,
Hq 34 U.8. Army J. A. Sect. as follows:

l. That I am confined to the village of fschbach,
Germany that amy domieile is and must reuain the Castle
Asbach in Aschbaeh until I receive written notice of release
from the Ameriocan Jilitary Authorities. That this arrest
applies also to uy wife an€ family.

2., That all property, both real and personal, will
not be sold, assigned or otherwise disposed of, through
myself or anyone eolse, Aincluding my bank accounts, daposits
and outstanding incomes until I receive written notice from
the Authorized Military Authorities.

/8/ R. H. Gurlitt
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I, T/5 raul &, Bauer, 32008215, being first duly sworn

state that I acted ans sworn Sorpreter in this investigation
and that the foregoing ia u ue and correet tranalation of
the Bunjes Report consisting of the foregoing 1% pagen

of the report ituelf plus two (2) cover letters together

with the foregoing ll enclonures to the report whieh

are on 35 pages, made to the bhest of uy ability.

T,-"E raul « Duueryr

ubseribed and sworn %o bafore ue at Bad Aussoe, Austria
this day of July, 1945.

We Aes RiEHD ,RT. Cﬂ].‘lt. Cw
Investigator - Exaainer.
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